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Welcome  to  members  of  the 
Selwyn  House  Community 

Mr.  William  Mitchell 
Headmaster 

Presentation  of  the 
Speirs  Medal 

By 

Mr.  Michael  Goldbloom  '69 

Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

To 

Aiam  Weoer 


NOTE:  Mr.  Lucas'  letter  on  the  cover  is  the  oldest  letter  in  our  archives 
and  is  a  reflection  of  the  earliest  years  of  the  School. 


Alain  Welber 

Speirs  Medal  Recipient 

A  ,™w.,...„,.,.w, „.,.„,.,...„.„.„ 

/ — V\       and  a  taste  for  the  international  began  with  his  first  degree,  a 
/       \\     Diploma  in  Economics  from  I'Universite  de  Strasbourg,  in 
.^L.     J-JL.  France,  have  been  a  constant  influence  on  his  life. 

Mr.  Weber  took  his  first  teaching  job  at  a  lycee  in  France  where  he 
taught  English  as  a  Second  Language.  He  moved  on  to  teaching  his  mother 
tongue,  the  talent  for  which  would  lead  him  across  the  Atlantic  to  Montreal 
and  to  a  great  many  challenges  and  opportunities. 

Mr.  Weber  first  taught  French  at  Williston  Academy  in  Easthampton, 
Massachusetts,  and  then  at  Weston  School  in  Montreal. 

In  1 972,  Mr.  Weber  brought  his  experience  and  ideas  to  Selwyn  Fiouse 
where  his  distinguished  and  varied  career  spanned  two  decades.  In  addition 
to  taking  on  the  responsibility  of  Director  of  the  French  and  Modern 
Languages  Department,  he  was  Assistant  to  the  Headmaster  for  two  years 
and  Director  of  the  Elementary  School  for  eight,  all  the  while  teaching  his 
preferred  subject. 

Mr.  Weber  implemented  many  changes,  the  influence  of  which  is  still 
felt  today.  Perhaps  his  greatest  achievement  was  the  introduction  of  a  French 
Immersion  Programme  at  the  Grade  6  level.  Pioneering  its  implementation, 
Mr.  Weber  put  Selwyn  House  on  the  map  as  the  first  English-language 
independent  school  in  Quebec  to  off^er  such  a  programme  at  the  elementary 
level.  Part  of  this  unique  experience  included  billeting  each  Grade  6  student 
on  Quebec  farms  with  a  francophone  family  for  a  week. 

As  Director  of  the  Elementary  School,  Mr.  Weber  sought  to  expand  the 
elementary  grades  from  one  form  to  two,  doubling  the  number  of  students 
in  those  six  grades.  He  also  reintroduced  the  concept  of  a  homeroom  for 
Grades  1  through  6,  believing  that  it  created  a  continuity  to  the  days'  classes 
as  well  as  a  solid  transition  from  home  to  school  life.  In  addition,  Mr. 
Weber  promoted  the  teaching  of  other  subjects  in  French  as  an  extension  of 
the  immersion  programme. 

Over  the  years,  and  in  his  many  diflFerent  roles,  Mr.  Weber  won  the 
respect  and  love  of  his  colleagues,  all  of  whom  are  quick  to  remember  his 
compassion,  wit,  and  the  ease  with  which  he  directed  his  classes  as  well  as 
executed  his  administrative  responsibilities. 

Mr.  Weber  left  Selwyn  House  in  1988  to  become  the  Headmaster  of 
the  French  American  International  School  in  San  Francisco  where  he 
presided  over  a  co-educational  student  body  from  Pre-Kinderganen  through 
Grade  12. 

Most  recendy,  he  is  the  foimding  head  of  the  International  School  of 
Indiana,  in  Indianapolis.  Founded  in  1994,  ISI  offers  American-French  and 


American-Spanish  immersion  programmes.  There  are  currently  264  students 
enrolled  from  Grades  1  through  12,  and  graduates  receive  their 
International  Baccalaureate. 

Mr.  Weber  obtained  an  M.A.  from  the  University  of  Massachusetts 
Amherst  in  1972  and  his  teaching  diploma  from  I'Universite  de  Montreal  in 
1973.  From  1974-75  he  was  President  of  the  French  Department  division 
of  the  Quebec  Association  of  Independent  Schools,  and  in  1991  -93  served 
as  President  of  the  Association  of  French  Schools  in  America. 

He  currendy  lives  in  Indiana  with  his  wife  Nancy.  Their  three  children, 
Matthieu,  Amelie,  and  Stephanie  pursued  their  post-secondary  education  at 
McGill  University,  returning  to  the  city  that  was  the  arena  in  which  their 
father  built  the  foimdation  of  an  exceptional  career  in  education. 


The  Speirs  Medal 

The  Speirs  Medal  is  presented  each  year  at 
Founder's  Day  to  the  person  whom  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  tne  School  feels  has  made  a  significant 
contribution  to  the  Selwyn  House  Community  over 
the  years. 


Past  Speirs  Medal  Recipients 


1997 

Mr.  James  Iversen 

1996 

Dr.  Victor  Goldbloom  '37 

&  Mrs.  Sheila  Goldbloom 

1995 

Mr.  Hugh  H.  Norsworthy  '36 

1994 

Mr.  Alexis  S.  Troubetzkoy 

1993 

Mr.  Conrad  F.  Harrington  '26 

1992 

Mr.  Timothy  R.  Carsley  '52 

1991 
Colonel  John  G.  Bourne  '32 

1990 
Mr.  Robert  C.  Paterson  '41 


1989 

Mrs.  Patricl\  Marsh 

1988 

Mr.  Edward  M.  Ballon  '39 

1987 

Mrs.  CI.  Markland 

1986 

Mr.  Willlui  Hingston  Daly  '52 

1985 

Mr.  Edgar  C  Moodey 

1984 
Mr.  E  Gordon  Phillips 

1983 

Mr.  David  M.  Culver  '39 

1982 

Honourable  G.  Miller  Hyde  '17 


Cvaptain  Algemon  Luicas 

Captain  Lucas  was  born  in  England  on  November  7,  1879.  He 
graduated  from  Selwyn  College,  Cambridge,  in  1903,  after  which  he  came 
to  Canada  and  taught  at  a  school  in  Brockville. 

In  1908,  Captain  Lucas  started  Lucas  School  with  seven  pupils  in  a  small 
flat  on  Crescent  Street.  Within  two  years,  the  school  moved  into  a  house  on 
Mackay  Street. 

Captain  Lucas  transferred  ownership  of  the  school  to  Mr.  Macaulay  in 
1912,  in  order  to  pursue  a  career  as  an  insurance  broker.  In  1914,  Captain 
Lucas  went  to  England  and  secured  a  commission  in  the  Life  Guards.  He 
was  wounded  in  France  and,  whilst  convalescing  in  Ireland,  was  killed  by  a 
sniper's  bullet  in  1916. 


JViFo  Cyolm  Vvampbeii  iyiLacaiuilay 

Mr.  Macaulay  arrived  in  Montreal  in  September,  1911.  He  was  an  old 
friend  of  Captain  Lucas,  as  they  had  obtained  their  degrees  from  Selwyn 
College  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Macaulay  taught  at  Lower  Canada  College  for 
a  year  before  taking  over  the  Lucas  School  from  Captain  Lucas.  It  was  the 
association  of  the  first  tAvo  headmasters  with  their  common  Alma  Mater  that 
led  Mr.  Macaulay  to  rename  the  school,  Selwyn  House. 

Mr.  Macaulay  retired  in  1929.  He  returned  to  England  where  he  died  in 
1958  at  the  age  of  83. 

In  this  its  ninetieth  year,  the  school  has  grown  to  its  present  size  of  570 
pupils  and  now  occupies  two  buildings  in  Westmount. 

In  honour  of  Captain  Lucas  and  Mr.  Macaulay,  and  in  celebration  of  the 
opening  of  the  new  building  in  1986,  two  plaques  were  unveiled.  The 
Macaulay  plaque,  donated  by  the  graduates  of '86,  was  designed  for  the  new 
building,  and  the  Lucas  plaque  identifies  the  main  building. 


JUfo  JtvobeFt  u>peirs 


Dr.  Robert  Speirs  was  Headmaster  of  Selwyn  House  School  from  1945 
to  1971.  During  this  time,  the  school  moved  from  Redpath  Street  to  its 
present  location.  Also,  Grades  10  and  1 1  were  added  so  a  student  could  stay 
at  the  school  for  his  complete  elementary  and  secondary  education. 

Dr.  Speirs  was  a  wonderfiil  person  who  touched  all  those  around  him. 
He  impressed  upon  the  students  the  value  and  pleasure  of  warmth  in  human 
relations.  Dr.  Speirs  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  great  Headmasters  of 
Selwyn  House. 


Delwyn  Jrloiise  Association 

Jooarci  ol  JUirectors 

1998-1999 

Chairman:  Michael  Goldbloom  '69  Jeffrey  L.  Derevensky 

Christine  A.  Carron  France  Chretien-Desmarais 

John  Carsley  '67  Bryan  Fitzpatrick  '7 A 

Leonora  Churchill-Smith  John  Hallward  '78 

B.  Edward  Claxton  '73  Wendy  A.  MacDonald 

James  Coristine  '66  Neil  Matheson  '74 

William  H.  Daly  '52  David  M.  McEntyre 

Old-  Jooys    Association  JUirectors 
1998-1999 

President:  William  H.  Daly  '52 
Vice-President:  Robert  Keene  '82 
Secretary:  Jonathan  Herman  '80 
Past  President:  Kevin  Ratcliff  '77 

Brian  Ludgate  '69 

Trevor  Ham  '87 

Jonathan  L.  Roiter  '90 


FS 


Toronto,  Ontario 

Brian  Dawson  '80 

Malcolm  Speirs  '77 

Boston,  Massachusetts 
George  Sopel  '86 

London,  England 
David  F.  Skinner  '82 


